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Scientia Omnia Vincit - Knowledge Conquers All; Fidelitas et Integritas -Truth and 

Integrity; Aliis Vivere - Live for Others. Typical mottos that schools adopt to reflect their 

ideals, a clear and concise statement of their mission. Nothing so straightforward and 

simple as that for us Campion boys. By way of a motto, what we get is a Question!! 

Cur Hic Statis – Why do you stand here? Why are you here? A challenge to constantly 

look within and revaluate, a call to find one’s purpose. 

2019 marks the 20th year for COBA in Australia and it is without doubt our strong sense 

of purpose that has brought us this far. This is proud moment for us all, founders, 

committee-members past and present, members and friends of COBA over the years. 

For a small alumni association so distant from its alma-mater, the Campion Old Boy’s 

Association Australia has a punched far above its weight and earned its place in the hearts 

of the Campion family as well the wider community. Despite all the challenges faced, we 

have never faltered in our promise towards COBA’s Scholarship program in India. 

This year’s Annual General Meeting had a turnout of COBA members ranging from 

founder-members to fresh recruits. It is encouraging, that regardless of exit-year from 

Campion, past-students continue to cherish their school and seize the opportunity to 

support COBA’s mission. Thanks to those who made the effort to be present at the 

Annual General Meeting. The new additions to the committee are very welcome and 

will undoubtedly be a positive influence. 

The COBA Curry Night dance in May 2019 at Melbourne and the Campion dance in 

Jun 2019 at Perth were both successful events. No one needs to be reminded that at 

any Campion dance, one is bound to run into long-lost friends, and these were no 

exception. To Rory Hendricks and the entire team in Perth; to all our sponsors and 

guests; not forgetting those who have generously supported us over the years - a big 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President 

COBA’s 20th Anniversary Blue & White Ball was held on 12 Oct 

2019, followed by Holy Mass and dinner the next day to mark 

our 20th Anniversary.  Both were well attended. It was indeed a 

pleasure to have so many members of the Campion community 

under one roof. Thanks to the committee members and their 

families and friends for assisting with our functions.  

As 2019 comes to a close, we wish you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Joyful New Year 2020. 

 

 

Royston James 
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Loftus Callanan 

 

 

 

From the Secretary 
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Below is the COBA Committee for the Financial Year 2019-20 

 

Executive Committee 
  

   President 
   Royston James (Class '86) 
  (M) 0408 266 436 
   Email: roy.rjames@gmail.com 

   Vice-President 
   Michael Lewis (Class ’79) 
   (M) 0407 499 609 

   Email:  michaelljlewis@bigpond.com 

   Secretary & Public Officer 
   Loftus Callanan  (Class '55)  
   (H)  03 93165749    
   (M) 0407 840 161 
   Email: lcallanan@optusnet.com.au 
   

 Assistant Secretary 
 Christopher Quental (Class '91) 
 (M) 0406 207 639 

 Email:chris2lawquen@hotmail.com 

   Treasurer 
   Ean Brewty (Class '85) 
  (M) 0457 527 633 

   Email:ebrewty@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer 
 Charles Honour (Class '60) 
  (M) 0416 269 173 

Email: c.honour@hunteramenities.com 

 

Committee Members 
  

  

 
   Cedric D'Rozario (Class '54) 
   (H) 03 9576 8204  (M) 0419 000 653 
   Email: deanced1@bigpond.com 

 
Glen Johnson (Class ’65) 

Email: gars1603@bigpond.net.au 

 
  Robert Starr (Class '72) 
  (H) 03 9515 8510 (M) 0423 250 146 
Email: robcrstarr@gmail.com 

 
 Eddie Pereira (Class '65) 
 (M) 0415 534 470 

Email: eddie@epa.com.au 

 
 
 

 
Scholarship Sub-Committee (India) Nominated 
    

  

    
   Althea Sherwood  (Teacher)                

 
 Beverley Wright (Class '55) 

 
  Avis Wright   (Retired Teacher) 

   
 Percival Rozario  (Class 2001) 

 
  Shannon Vassou (Class ’93) 
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Twenty years ago, the first COBA Newsletter was published by the then Editor – Sydney Ellis – and 

I am pleased to say that with his help, I am able to take on this role. With his expertise in 

communication and meticulous record keeping, I hope to take you back down memory lane to 

the formation of COBA Australia. 

The idea of starting this great association came to two very enthusiastic Campion boys, the late 

Anto Patterson and Joe Lopez (who actively follows COBA’s progress till today). They all went 

about contacting and drawing old boys of Campion together to form the association. Many of our 

senior members will recall that very soon an interim committee was formed with the following 

members: Melly, Jude and Alister D’Rozario, Sydney Ellis, Ronnie Fernandez, Chico Gomez, Joe 

Hickman, Joe Lopez, Anto Patterson, Rex Rodrigues, Robbie Starr and Claude Fernandez who was 

on holidays from the UK. They met in Joe Lopez’s house in at 3.00pm on the 14th Nov 1999. From 

here the first Committee was formed with Cedric D’Rozario being the first President, Des Hickman 

the Vice President, Alister D’Rozario the Secretary, Marius Menaud as Assistant Secretary, Clive 

Pereira the Treasurer and Royden Joseph the Assistant Treasurer. Along with the above Executive 

Committee there were six committee members: Joe Lopez, Sydney Ellis, Christopher Gomez, Anto 

Patterson, Joe Hickman and Robbie Starr. 

The club’s constitution was formulated by Sydney Ellis and Cedric D’Rozario as President got his 

accountant to be the club’s Auditor. With the club’s foundations set, Social Convener Anto 

Patterson and the committee set about organizing COBA’s first events with zest. Over the years 

there were other extremely passionate members who took on the reins. The association has 

grown through the years, its progress keenly followed by its founders and members. The current 

committee comprises of both the young and the young at heart, which gives COBA Australia a 

good blend to continue for another twenty years and beyond. I am proud to be a part of COBA 

Australia and will endeavour to deliver my duties as Newsletter Editor to the best of my abilities.  

I request the younger generation of Campionites reading this to continue the good work to 

expand our network and ensure our continuity. 
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Robert Starr: To everyone who’s known COBA over the years, 

Robbie is a familiar face. A member since the formation of the 

association, he has been tireless in his support; serving as COBA’s 

Treasurer for 8 years between 2006 and 2014.  

Robbie and his brothers Ronald and Christopher were all in the 

Campion boarding. Mysore was home, where their father worked 

with the Indian Railways. 

During his years at Campion, Robbie represented the school in 

cricket. He also managed to get expelled from school by Fr. Macedo for 3 days for jumping over 

the hostel wall – but swears it was his identical twin Ronald. Through the school-years, there were 

several such cases of mistaken-identity for the twins and they both received their share of caning 

from Fr. Thambi. 

After finishing with Campion, (Class of ’72) Robbie worked as an apprentice in Ashok Leyland. He 

migrated to Australia in December 1990 and has been working for Yarra Trams for the last 28 

years. Robbie, his wife Anne and daughters Cassandra and Rachael live in South Oakleigh in the 

south-eastern suburbs of Melbourne. 

 

Glen Johnson: Glen’s parents packed him off to the Campion 

boarding at the age of 13, having decided that Campion was a better 

school than the ones in Madras. Being a lone student from Madras at 

that time was tough and he soon found himself being pulled down the 

stairs and “kotooed” on the head at night. But like all boarders, with 

hockey and cricket, he soon made friends. With the help of a band of 

illustrious teachers he passed out of Campion (Class of ’65) with flying 

colours, achieving distinctions in many subjects.  

Migrating to Australia in the early ‘70s, Glen pursued a career in the 

textile industry as a high-level management executive. He’s been a 

member of Toastmasters International for many years and volunteers in aid-agencies providing 

assistance to the needy across Melbourne. His son Shaun is an international corporate lawyer 

based in the UK and daughter Rebecca was an executive for HP and now works for herself. Glen 

and his wife Dawn spend a lot of time travelling. They live in Endeavour Hills in south-east 

Melbourne. 

Member Profiles 
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Memories of my NCC days at Campion - Royston Edwards (Class of ‘68) 

 

I wish to share with you the memories of my years in 

the NCC (National Cadet Corps) at Campion. We had 

all 3 branches of the NCC at Campion namely the sea 

cadets, the air wing and of course, the army. The head 

of the sea-wing was Fr. Thambi; the air-wing led by Mr. 

Dennison and the army by Mr. Gnanakannu. 

 As a youngster, I looked up to the senior boys who 

were in the NCC as they attended parades; went on 

camps; took pride in their uniforms, shining the boots, 

the brass-buckle on the belt and badge on the beret. It 

was also spectacular to see all the 3 wings performing 

the march past and drills with such discipline and 

precession.  

When it was my turn, I realised there were some perks 

to joining the NCC.  It offered an escape from the 

drudgery of the study-hall and classes to attend 

parades and camps. One could also be selected to 

represent the school in the republic day parade which took 

place in Delhi.  

For a boarder, it was a good break to eat the poratta and serva (mutton-korma minus the mutton!) 

after the parade. The brown canvas sand-shoes (keddies) came in handy for playing hockey. As 

I was in the air-wing I also enjoyed building model aeroplanes with the balsa wood kit and flying 

them on the playground. 

Many of the Campion boys who were in the NCC later joined the armed forces and rose to high 

ranks. I remember Ashley Bastian, Everad D’Silva and Carlton D’Netto joined the Indian army; 

Austin Jackson was in the Airforce. I am sure there are many more Campion boys who joined the 

Forces. Herman Johnson comes to mind who also served in the Indian army and did a stint on 

the front. They all got their foundation in the NCC.I only got to the rank of sergeant with 3 stripes 

on the arm and was only a tin soldier.  

I shall close this article with the command of: 

Lamba dynay, Chota baynay, ek line may kadaw 

Theen line bun, thace chull.  

Which translates in English as: 

Tallest to the right, shortest to the left, form a straight line, then make a quick march to form a 

group in lines of three. 

I end with a salute to all the boys from Campion who served in the Indian forces. 

 

 
The author as an NCC Cadet at Campion 
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JUST FOR LAUGHS         Barbara Callanan 

To improve Vodkabulary, the following books are recommended as essential reading: 

Bar and Peace Tequila Mockingbird 
The Old Monk and the Sea Blender’s Pride & Prejudice 
The Last of the Mojitos Ale of Two Cities 
The Absinthe-minded Professor Scotch-22 
Lord of the Gins Love in the Time of Rum and Coca-Cola 
My Experiments with Booze The Monk who sold his Bacardi 
A Brief History of Wine Harry Potter and the Goblet of Beer 
Drunk Dad, Sober Dad Adventures of Huckleberry Gin 
Charlie and the Vodka Factory Twenty Thousand Pegs under the Sea 
The Three Whiskeyteers Not a Pint more, not a Pint less 

EVENING CLASSES FOR MEN ONLY!!! 

DAY ONE 

HOW TO FILL ICE CUBE TRAYS  Step by step guide with slide presentation 

TOILET ROLLS- DO THEY GROW ON THE HOLDERS? Roundtable discussion 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LAUNDRY BASKET & FLOOR Practicing with hamper (Pictures and graphics) 

DISHES & SILVERWARE; DO THEY LEVITATE/FLY TO KITCHEN SINK OR DISHWASHER BY THEMSELVES? 
Debate among a panel of experts. 

LOSS OF VIRILITY Losing the remote control to your significant other - Help Line and support groups 

LEARNING HOW TO FIND THINGS Starting with looking in the right place instead of turning the house upside 
down while screaming - Open forum 

DAY TWO 

EMPTY MILK CARTONS; DO THEY BELONG IN THE FRIDGE OR THE BIN? Group discussion and 
demonstration 

HEALTH WATCH; BRINGING HER FLOWERS IS NOT HARMFUL TO YOUR HEALTH PowerPoint Presentation 

REAL MEN ASK FOR DIRECTIONS WHEN LOST Real life testimonial from the one man who did 

IS IT GENETICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO SIT QUIETLY AS SHE PARALLEL PARKS? Driving simulation & video 

LIVING WITH ADULTS; BASIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR PARTNER 
Online class and role playing 

HOW TO BE THE IDEAL SHOPPING COMPANION  Relaxation exercises, meditation and breathing 
techniques 

REMEMBERING IMPORTANT DATES & CALLING WHEN YOU'RE GOING TO BE LATE Bring your calendar or 
PDA to class 
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GETTING OVER IT; LEARNING HOW TO LIVE WITH BEING WRONG ALL THE TIME   Individual counselling 
sessions 

 

MESSAGE OF THANKS  

We wish to convey our gratitude to the individuals who in response to our request for contributions, have donated 

towards COBA’s Scholarship program for the year 2018-2019.  

Thanks to your generosity, this has helped us continue sponsoring Campion students. 

 

We are grateful for support offered to COBA the local business and individuals who have given us tremendous 

support in our fund-raising efforts, throughout the year.  
 

Congratulations:  

Loftus Callanan celebrated the recent births of his fifth and sixth Great Grand Children. 

‘Frankie Wilson’ was born on the 26th September 2019 to Matthew (Grandson) and Laura. 

‘Jaxon Ruvceski’ was born on the 31st October 2019 to Rebecca (Granddaughter) and Danny. 

 

Obituaries:  
 

Desmond Narcis (Class of 1960) passed away on the 6th April 2019 in Madurai. Our condolences go out to his 
family. 
 

Echstein Fernandez (Class of 1972) passed away in Cochin on Saturday 20th July 2019. Our thoughts go out to 
his family. 
 

Leslie Cotter passed away on Saturday 10th August 2019 in Sydney. Leslie left Campion in 1945 and was a 

renowned hockey player in Chennai. He played for the Southern Railway and Madras State teams. He visited 

Melbourne in 2009 for our Tenth Reunion. Our deepest condolences to his wife Gwendoline and the family. 

Ouida Rodrigues passed away in Melbourne on Friday 6th September 2019 at the age of 99. Ouida was a teacher 
at Campion in the late 60s and left in 1970. She was an Honorary Life Member of COBA Australia and our oldest 
surviving Member. On behalf of all COBA Members, we offer her son Adrian and the Rodrigues family, our deepest 
condolences. 
 

Royce Kein (Class of 1945) passed away on 16th September 2019 in Melbourne. We offer our heartfelt 

condolences to his wife Juliet, brothers Campion and Callistus and the rest of the family. 

Milton Cotter (Class of 1943) passed away in Sydney on 19th Sept 2019. . We offer our heartfelt condolences to 

his wife Cecilia and all the family. May his soul rest in peace. 

Sheila D’Monte wife of our member Eric D’Monte passed away in Melbourne on Monday 14th October 2019. 

May her soul rest in peace. 

 
 

 

  



  

(L to R): Royston James (Class of ’86),  Campion Kein (Class of ‘57),  Eddie Pereira (Class of’65),  Derek Fernandez (Class of 

’56),  Patrick Fernandez (Class of ’59), Joseph Lopez (Class of ‘60),  Llewellen Gonsalvez (Class of ’61),  Cedric D’Rozario 

(Class of ’54),  Ronald Fernandez (Class of ’58),  Loftus Callanan (Class of ’55), Bernard D’Lasselle (Class of ’55)  

Campion Old Boys at a gathering in Melbourne 
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Campion Old Boys at the Perth Dance 8th June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: Alec Ring, Jonathan Ring   Standing: Mark Stephenson, Fabian Edmonds, Russell Ring, Gerard Roach, 

Christopher Stephenson, Glen Divisser, Jude Rodriques, Kevin Michel, Malcolm Winter, Rory Hendricks 



 

ELLIS  Sydney Skye  VIC CORREA  Jude Thomastown  VIC 
D'ROZARIO  Jude Mulgrave  VIC GONSALVEZ  Austin Dandenong  VIC 
FERNANDEZ  Ronald Noble Park  VIC ROUSE  Norma Noble Park  VIC 
FULLER  Tyrone Hawker  ACT COLOMB  Noel Glen Waverley  VIC 
COTTER  Cecilia Auburn  NSW ELLIS  Philo Skye  VIC 
COTTER  Gwendoline Sefton  NSW LOBOW  Marius Cranbourne North  VIC 
RODRIGUES  Robert Chester Hill   NSW ROUSE  Alester Berwick  VIC 
VAN HALTREN  Derrick Glen Waverley  VIC ROUSE  Melford Noble Park  VIC 
GONSALVEZ  Bernadette Narre Warren Sth  VIC D’VAZ  Don Dandenong North  VIC 
GONSALVEZ  Cyril Narre Warren Sth  VIC CARVALHO  Raymond Narre Warren  VIC 
D'ROZARIO  Dawn Mulgrave  VIC D’ROZARIO  Priscilla Keysborough  VIC 
LOPEZ  Joseph Bentleigh  VIC D’ROZARIO  Cedric East Brighton  VIC 
WRIGHT  Neville Springvale  VIC QUENTAL  Christopher Cranbourne North  VIC 
PAUL  Gary Springvale  VIC HENDRICKS  Rory Shelley  WA 
COTTER  Evelyn Greystanes  NSW FERNANDEZ  Gerard Clyde North  VIC 
PATTERSON  Terrence Canning Vale  WA D’CRUZ  Cleaton Bentleigh  VIC 
LOPEZ  Sheila Bundoora  VIC BROOK  Neville Narre Warren Sth  VIC 
MICHEL  Lester Collie  WA HICKMAN  Daniel Clarinda  VIC 
HICKMAN  Desiderius Hampton Park  VIC RODRIGUES  Astrid Keysborough  VIC 
STARR  Robert South Oakleigh  VIC RING  Malcolm Kellyville Ridge  NSW 
FERNANDEZ  Patrick Beaconsfield  VIC LOBOW  Godfrey Hampton Park  VIC 
RODRIGUES  Adrian Templestowe  VIC GONSALVEZ  Dalton St. Clair   NSW 
HICKMAN  Joseph South Clayton  VIC McCUTCHEON  Tanya Southbank  VIC 
ROZARIO  Duncan Rowville  VIC McCUTCHEON  Bruce Southbank  VIC 
DEVISSER  Walwin Clayton  VIC MICHEL  Gavin Lynbrook  VIC 
KEIN  Campion Mulgrave  VIC GOMES  Patricia Berwick  VIC 
HICKMAN  Dymphna Hampton Park  VIC GONSALVEZ  Llewelyn Keysborough  VIC 
LOPEZ  Audrey Bentleigh  VIC JACOB  Rex Sunshine  VIC 
D'MONTE  Eric Wantirna  VIC GONSALVEZ  Craig Figtree  NSW 
MC CONVILLE   Audrey Dandenong North  VIC FERNANDEZ  Margaret Beaconsfield  VIC 
SMITH  Tommy Clarinda  VIC FERNANDEZ  Christine Cranbourne  VIC 
MICHEL  Kevin Karratha  WA MICHEL  Juan Hampton Park  VIC 
D'MONTE  Vernon Mulgrave  VIC ATKINSON  Edgar Roxburg Park  VIC 
D'MONTE  Mercy Mulgrave  VIC RODRIGUES  Dudley Braybrook  VIC 
PATERSON  Vera Park Orchards  VIC DEMONTE  Stanley McDowall  QLD 
D'LASSELLE  Bernard Carnegie  VIC JACOB  Sylvester Pemulwuy  NSW 
GOMES  Christopher Berwick  WA ALMEIDA  Melroy South Oakleigh  VIC 
VAN HALTREN  Winston Fairfield  VIC BROOK  Dagma Narre Warren Sth  VIC 
KEIN  Callistus Clayton South  VIC MACEDO  Raulston Bentleigh  VIC 
COTTER  Joseph Chester Hill   VIC MOREIRA Ronald Berwick VIC 
WALKER  Canute Clarinda  NSW VERNEM Joyce Doveton VIC 
CALLANAN  Loftus Altona Meadows  VIC JAMES  Royston Cranbourne VIC 
RODRIGUES  Denzil Carina Heights  VIC DILLON Joseph St.Helen’s Park NSW 
HONOUR  Charles Cranbourne West  QLD EDWARDS Royston Cairnlea VIC 
JACOBS  Alfred West Pennant Hills  VIC RING Russell Thornlie WA 
RODRIGUES  Vilma Oakleigh East  NSW RING Alexander Bakeman WA 
CONYERS  Jennifer Clarinda  VIC BREWTY Ean Clarinda VIC 
HICKMAN  Lucien Hampton Park   VIC LEWIS Michael Point Cook VIC 
D’ROZARIO  Alister Dingley Village  VIC NORDMANN Clayto Port Headland WA 
FERNANDEZ  Derek Keysborough  VIC JOHNSON Glen Endeavour Hills VIC 
RODRIGUES  Brenda Templestowe  VIC THEOBALD Dale Clarinda VIC 
    PEREIRA Eddie Glen Huntly VIC 
    PEREIRA Clive Patterson Lakes VIC 
    PEREIRA June Patterson Lakes VIC 
    D’MONTE Sean Clarinda VIC 
    CALLANAN Barbara Altona VIC 

Our Australian Life Members 
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FERNANDEZ  Claude London  UK EVERS  George Tiruchirappalli  IND 

BAYER  Winston Oxon  UK LOBOW  Agnes Golden Rock  IND 

GREEN  Cyril Surrey  UK PAUL  Patricia Tiruchirappalli  IND 

PEARS  Sten Galway  IRE WRIGHT  Avis Tiruchirappalli  IND 

GREEN  Kevin Wiltshire  UK WRIGHT  Beverley Tiruchirappalli  IND 

RODRIGUES  Noel Ontario  CAN SHERWOOD  Althea Tiruchirappalli  IND 

D'CRUZ  Basil Essex  UK NETTO  Elwyn Alwaye  IND 

D'SILVA  Rex Trivandrum  IND ITTIANATH  Raman Goa  IND 

D'SILVA  Emmanuel Kottayam  IND HART s j Fr. Rodney San Juan  PH 

BAYER  Alroy Coimbatore  IND BOUT  Aubrey Florida  USA 

PAUL  Maxwell Isle of Wight  UK PEARS  Milton Surrey  UK 

PILARRD  Henry Cumbum  IND SUKUMARAN  Arumugam Chennai  IND 

NETTO George Kerala  IND BASTIAN Ashley Hounslow UK 

ROZARIO Percival Trichy  IND Br. Soosairaj sg Trichy IND 

    VASSOU Shannon Trichy IND 

        

        

        

        

 

  

Our Overseas Life Members 
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DOVETON MEDICAL CENTRE 

 
80 POWER ROAD, DOVETON 3177 

TELEPHONE – 9792 4060 FAX NO – 9793 2890 
 

Now under new management 

DR K GUNAWARDANA          DR RAVI WIJESEKARA 
                     

                   DR S GUNAWARDANA                 DR T PEIRIS 
 

HOURS 

MONDAY TO THURSDAY:           8.30AM TO 12PM AND 1.30 TO 7PM 
                 FRIDAY:                                         8.30AM TO 12 PM AND 1.30 TO 6PM 
                 SATURDAY:                                   9AM TO 1PM 

 

 
BULK BILLED 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED: FAMILY CARE, IMMUNISATIONS, WORKCOVER/TAC,  
TRAVEL VACCINES, WOMEN’S HEALTH 
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coba news  

Are there any Campion memories you would like to share? 

Send your memories of Campion to: cobaaust@gmail.com 

 
 

 

President:  Royston James +61 4 08266436 roy.rjames@gmail.com 

Secretary: Loftus Callanan +61 4 07840161 lcallanan@optusnet.com.au 
    www.coba.org.au 
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